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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

MELKSHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1960  on 
the  health  of  the  Melksham  Urban  District. 

Again,  I  have  pleasure  in  recording  that  a  good  general 
standard  of  health  was  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

Some  cases  of  dysentery  occurred  during  the  Spring,  but  there 
were  no  severe  cases.  In  view  of  the  prevalence  of  this  disease  at 
the  time,  routine  precautions  were  emphasised  in  the  schools  and 
much  co-operation  was  received  from  the  school  staffs  in  the 
implementation  of  these  measures.  One  food-handler  was  excluded 
from  her  work  until  she  was  proved  cured. 

A  single  case  of  Salmonella  food  poisoning  in  a  young  child 
was  fully  investigated,  but  it  was  not  possible  to  draw  a  conclusion 
as  to  the  source  of  the  infection. 

Home  visits  were  paid  to  elderly  folk  living  in  the  town  to 
whom  my  attention  had  been  drawn  by  the  Old  People's  Visiting 
Service.  This  voluntary  visiting  service  is  particularly  valuable  for 
the  early  ascertainment  of  elderly  people  who  may  need  help  or 
advice  and  indeed  a  register  of  Melksham  people  of  65  and  over 
was  completed  by  this  Service  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

There  was  also  commenced  under  the  aegis  of  the  Women's 
Voluntary  Service  in  the  Autumn,  a  Meals  on  Wheels  Service, 
with  the  help  and  co-operation  of  all  sections  of  the  community. 
It  is  hoped  that  many  frail  and  infirm  folk  in  Melksham  will 
benefit  from  this  help. 

The  immunisation  statistics  snow  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  primary  immunisations  in  1960  against  diphtheria  and  whooping 
cough,  and  this  year  has  seen  the  introduction  of  tetanus 
immunisation  in  the  welfare  clinics  and  schools.  Poliomyelitis 
vaccination  continues  and  was  extended  to  persons  under  40  years 
of  age. 

Finally,  I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
Members  of  the  Council  and  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
encouragement  and  to  my  colleagues  for  their  help  during  the  year. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  J.  SPELLER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PI  BLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  District  (Acres) 
Estimated  Population 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


1,042 

7,530 

2,500 

£122,783 

£500 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  following  statistics  have  been  compiled  from  information 
received  from  the  Registrar  General: — 

Births 


Live  Births 


Births 

Male 

Female 

T  otal 

Legitimate 

63 

67 

130 

r 

Illegitimate 

4 

2 

6 

Total  number  of  live  births 

67 

69 

136 

Birth  Rate  for  the  District  (i.e.  per  1,000  population)  ...  17.1 

Comparative  figure  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  17.1 


Still  Births 


Births 

Male 

Female 

T  otal 

Legitimate 

4 

3 

7 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  still  births 

4 

3 

7 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  the  District  per  1,000  total  Live 


and  Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  •••  49 

Comparative  figure  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  19.7 
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Male  Female  1'otal 

Number  of  Deaths  in  the  Area  ...  43  30  73 

Local  Death  Rate  (i.e.,  per  1,000  population)  ...  11.2 

Comparative  figure  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  11.5 


Infant  Mortality 

y 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  I  year 


Deaths 

Male 

Female 

T  otal 

Legitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  deaths 

1 

— 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age 


Nil 


Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births — dotal  ...  7.3 

Comparative  figure  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  21.7 


Causes  of  Deaths 


The  causes  of  deaths  classified  according  to  the  Registrar 
General’s  system,  are  given  in  the  following  table:— 


Male  Female 


Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

(other) 

Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  disease  ... 
Malignant  Neoplasm  (stomach) 

(lung  bronchus) 
(breast) 

(uterus) 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

Coronary  disease,  Angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases  ... 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 


2 

4 


7 


3 

10 

2 

2 


3 

1 

2 

1 


1 

1 

3 

1 


1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

7 

2 


2 


2 


2 

1 


Total 


3 

4 

1 

9 

1 

1 

5 

14 

4 
9 
2 

5 

3 

2 

1 


1 

3 

3 


Totals  43  30  73 
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THESE  TABLES  HAVE  BEEN  COMPILED  FROM  LOCAL  INFORMATION 
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OUTLINE  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES  OPERATING 

IN  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manor  Hospital,  Bath,  under¬ 
takes  all  necessary  bacteriological  and  pathological  examinations 
in  the  district. 

The  laboratory  with  its  skilled  staff,  provides  a  most  valuable 
service  with  regard  to  the  examination  of  drinking  water,  food 
and  milk  samples,  throat  swabs,  etc.,  and  their  willing  co-operation 
and  expert  advice  is  much  appreciated. 

Hospital  Facilities 

The  South-Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  responsible 
for  hospital  facilities  in  this  district. 

The  two  hospitals  in  the  area  are  a  general  hospital  at 
Melksham,  and  a  hospital  for  the  chronic  sick  at  Semington. 
Other  general  hospitals  are  situated  in  the  neighbouring  towns, 
with  larger  ones  in  Bath  and  Bristol. 

Melksham  Hospital  with  its  very  pleasant  surroundings  admits 
a  wide  variety  of  medical  and  surgical  cases  and  is  a  most  efficient 
and  well-run  unit  of  42  beds.  Melksham  is  indeed  fortunate  in 
having  so  excellent  and  so  modern  a  hospital  with  such  exceptional 
amenities  at  its  disposal. 

The  nearest  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  common  infectious 
disease  is  Bath  Isolation  Hospital.  The  nearest  Smallpox  Hospital 
is  at  Bristol. 

County  Health  Facilities 

The  following  health  services  operating  in  the  district  are 
provided  by  the  County  Health  Committee: — 

Care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

Health  Visiting. 

Home  Nursing. 

Arrangements  for  vaccination  and  immunisation. 

Ambulances  and  ambulance  cars. 

Domestic  Helps. 

Arrangements  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  for  the  prevention  of  illness;  care  and  after-care;  and 
health  education. 

Mental  Health  Service. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OL  INFECTIOl  S  DISEASES 


Comparison  with  Previous  Years 


Disease 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

Scarlet  Fever 

_ 

4 

2 

2 

4 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

99 

17 

57 

1 

19 

1 

Poliomyelitis — Paralytic 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Non-paralytic 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

232 

4 

19 

5 

287 

2 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

14 

Salmonellosis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

7 

4 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Analysis  under  Age  Groups 

The  distribution  of  cases  according  to  age  and  sex  are  shown 
in  the  following  tables. 


A  ge  Groups 

Scarlet 

Fever 

M.  F. 

Whooping 

Cough 

M.  F. 

Acute 

Poliorn  velitis 
M.  '  F. 

Measles 

M.  F. 

Dysentery 
M.  F.' 

| 

U nder  1  year 

-  1  - 

-  1  - 

-  1  - 

-  J  - 

1-2  years 

1  2 

—  |  — 

3-4  years 

1  1 

5-9  years 

1 

1  1 

—  1  — 

—  |  — 

6  1  2 

10-14  years 

—  |  — 

—  |  — 

—  1  — 

—  1  — 

1  l  1 

15-24  years 

—  1  — 

—  1  — 

—  1  — 

—  1  — 

1  1  — 

25  and  over 

—  1  — 

—  1  — 

—  |  — 

—  1  — 

1  1  — 

Not  known 

—  I  — 

—  1  — 

—  J  — 

—  1  — 

-  !  1 

Tot\i. 

1  1  — 

1  1 

—  !  2 

10  i  4 

Age  Groups 

Pneu¬ 

monia 

M.  F. 

Salmon¬ 

ellosis 

M.  F. 

Erysipelas 
M.  F. 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

M.  F. 
_ I 

T  uher- 
c  ul  o  sis 

M.  F. 

1 

M  eningo- 
coccal  Inf. 
M.  F. 

Under  5  years 

—  1  — 

1  I 

—  |  — 

-  1  - 

5- 1  4  years 

—  1  — 

—  1  — 

—  |  — 

—  1  — 

—  1  — 

—  |  — 

1 5-44  years 

1 

-  -  1 

-  1  - 

1  1  1 

—  1  — 

45-64  years 

1  1 

—  1  — 

65  and  over 

—  1  — 

Not  known 

—  1  — 

-  |  - 

-  1  - 

| 

| 

Total 

—  |  — 

1  1 

1  — 

—  1  — 

i  i  2 
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Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  reported. 


Tuberculosis 


1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 


NEW  CASES 


No.  of  Cases 

7 

4 

o 

3 

2 

1 

3 


Distribution  of  new  cases  according  to  age,  sex,  and  localisa¬ 
tion  of  disease,  is  as  follows: — 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

M.  1  F. 

1 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

M.  |  F. 

1 

N  on-Pulmonary 

M.  I  F. 

Under  1  year 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1-5  years 

6-15  years 

16-25  years 

26-35  years 

36-45  years 

46-55  years 

56-65  years 

Over  65 

1  1 

—  1  1 

—  !  1 

Unknown 

—  |  — 

1 

i 

Total 

1  1 

—  i  2 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  1  case  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  was  notified  during  1960.  No  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
were  recorded. 

Housing  of  Tuberculosis  Patients 

Cases  are  from  time  to  time  referred  by  the  Chest  Physician 
for  consideration  for  re-housing.  T  hese  cases  are  classified  as 
follows: — 

Certificate  No.  1.  Sputum-positive  cases  where  re-housing 
is  considered  urgent  for  the  prevention  of  infection. 

Certificate  No.  2.  Where  better  housing  would  be  desir¬ 
able  in  order  to  improve  and  maintain  the  patient’s  health. 

Certificate  No.  3.  Where  improved  housing  would  be 
beneficial  but  is  not  an  urgent  matter. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Diphtheria  immunisation  is  carried  out  systematically  through¬ 
out  the  district  by  General  Practitioners  and  County  Medical 
Officers,  in  homes,  schools  and  clinics. 


Immunisation  Statistics,  1960 


Age  Group 

U  nder 
1 

1  1 
112  3  |  4 

5-9 

10-14 

Primary  imms. 
completed 
during  1960 

176 

1  1  _ / 

17  1  1  16  1 

| 

18 

1 

Dip. 

169 

15  |  i  16  i 

1  1  1 

7  1 

I 

Wh/c 

Re-inf.  injs. 
administered 
during  1960 

— 

5  j  i  43  | 

i  i  i  I 

97  1  4 

|  _  - 

Dip. 

—  J  5  j  |  43  | 

1  i^i  1 

55  !  1 

1 

Wh/c 

Total  immunised 
child  population 
at  3 1  st  Dec.,  1 960 

1  -■  l  I  1 

I  1 

III! 

1 

146  1  650 

Pre 

1/1/56 

i  i  i  i  i  i 

58  I  131  |  102  |  102  1  105  1  590  1  70 

Post 

1/1/56 

228  primary  and  149  reinforcing  immunisations  against 

diphtheria  were  undertaken,  compared  with  154  and  160  respect¬ 
ively  in  1959. 

207  primary  and  104  reinforcing  immunisations  against 

whooping  cough  were  undertaken,  compared  with  140  and  80 
respectively  in  1959. 

The  total  immunised  child  population  is  1,954  compared  with 
1,859  in  1959. 
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Vaccination 


Number  of  persons  vaccinated  (or  re-vaccinated)  during  1960:- 


Age  Group 

Under  1  1  1 

j 

2-4  |  5-14 

15  or  over 

Vaccinations 

71  i  5 

I 

7  1  7 

i  - 

7 

Re-vaccinations 

I 

—  1  2 

17 

97  primary  vaccinations  were  undertaken  compared  with  120 
in  the  previous  year.  Re-vaccinations  remained  at  19. 

Vaccination  is  performed  under  the  National  Health  Service 
by  General  Practitioners.  Emergency  clinics  can  be  operated  in 
the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  county  Health  Clinics  at 
Salisbury  and  Swindon.  Vaccination  propaganda  is  undertaken 
by  the  County  Health  Authority. 


Food  Poisoning 

One  case  of  Salmonella  food  poisoning  was  reported  during 
the  year. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Section  47  :  Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons 

IN  NEED  OF  CARE  AND  ATTENTION 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  obtain  compulsory  removal  of 
any  persons  against  their  will  from  their  homes. 

This  step  is  one  that  should  only  be  considered  after  all  the 
assistance  that  can  be  given  by  Home  Helps,  District  Nurses, 
National  Assistance  Officers  and  Welfare  Officers,  etc.,  has  failed 
to  provide  the  care  and  attention  needed. 
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R  E  P  ()  R  I 


of  the 

P  U  B  L  I  C  H  E  A  L  T  H  I  N  S  P  E  C  T  O  R 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  (Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  fourth  Annual  Report  lor 
this  area.  The  main  emphasis  in  I960  was  on  work  in  connection 
with  the  Sub-standard  Housing  Programme  (first  five  years).  The 
full  programme  was  successfully  completed  on  schedule  by  Octo¬ 
ber.  Whilst  other  aspects  of  Public  Health  were  not  neglected,  it 
was  obviously  not  possible  to  do  all  one  would  have  liked. 

Two  changes  in  legislation  are  worth  noting — the  coming 
into  force  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act  in  October,  and  the 
new  Factories  Act  in  December.  T  he  former  will  undoubtedly 
serve  a  useful  purpose  and  increase  our  work  whilst  the  latter 
relieves  the  Council  of  duties  in  connection  with  Certificates  ot 
Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire.  I  his  function  is  quite  properly 
transferred  to  the  County  Fire  Authorities. 

Mrs.  Lewinski,  our  clerk,  resigned  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
I  wish  to  record  her  most  valuable  help  during  the  34  years  she 
worked  with  us. 

To  the  Committee  for  their  support,  and  to  all  colleagues  tor 
their  ready  assistance,  I  express  my  thanks. 

W.  F.  ACRES, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

(i)  Number  of  Inspections  ...  •••  •••  67 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  14 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served 

fii)  Verminous  Premises  and  Other  Infestations 

T  hree  premises  were  successfully  treated  tor  intestations  ot 
fleas  with  proprietary  spray  or  powder. 

Several  cases  occurred  where  wasps’  nest  were  treated  or 
removed — this  is  done  as  a  goodwill  gesture  and  is  not  a  statutory 
obligation. 
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(iii)  Caravan  Sites 

The  one  caravan  site  licensed  by  the  Council  for  a  maximum 
of  45  was  regularly  inspected  and  no  special  difficulties  were 
encounted.  The  site  owner  made  application  for  an  extension  and 
on  appeal  to  the  Minister  against  the  Council’s  decision  not  to 
allow  the  extension,  the  Council's  decision  was  upheld. 

Unauthorised  caravans  stationed  in  a  vacant  plot  of  a  Council 
Estate  were  removed  following  informal  action. 

(iv)  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

For  several  years,  one  has  had  to  report  on  the  lack  of 
sewerage  facilities  at  the  Southern  end  of  Semington  Road,  but  at 
last  the  position  is  becoming  satisfactory  with  the  installation  of  a 
sewage  lift  and  sewers  to  serve  that  area. 

(v)  Water  Supply 

The  year  saw  the  coming  into  being  of  the  new  West  Wilts 
Water  Board  in  place  of  the  Trowbridge  and  Melksham  Board. 
Supplies  continue  to  be  of  a  satisfactory  bacteriological  standard. 
Certain  areas  of  the  town  suffer  from  low  pressure  at  periods,  but 
this  problem  will  be  overcome. 

(vi)  Infectious  Disease  Enquiries 

During  the  sonne  dysentery  outbreak  in  early  1960,  a  very 
large  number  of  visits  were  made  to  schools  and  houses  to  make 
enquiries  and  arrange  for  samples  of  faeces.  In  connection  with 
suspected  case  of  para-typhoid  during  the  year,  routine  enquiries 
and  action  involved  the  taking  of  sewer  swabs  and  samples  of 
canal  water. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  one  part-time  operator  continued  to  deal  very  satisfac¬ 
torily  with  all  complaints  received.  56  treatments  involved  212 
visits. 

It  was  not  possible  to  carry  out  a  routine  sewer  treatment. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

No  statutory  action  was  taken,  but  the  occasional  complaint 
of  smoking  factory  chimneys  was  dealt  with  immediately  at  source. 

Two  firms  applied  for  “  prior  approval  ”  of  new  furnace  plant 
under  Section  3(2).  Both  were  granted,  and  with  the  installation 

of  these  plants,  the  position  has  improved. 

Also  in  this  connection,  complaints  were  received  and  informal 
action  taken  satisfactorily  regarding  bonfires  and  burning  trade 
waste. 
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SIB-STANDARl) 


HOUSING  PROGRAMME 


Action  during  the  year  under  the  Housing  Act.  1957: 
Number  ot  Inspections  and  Re-inspections 
Number  of  Houses  suitable  for  action — under  Section  9 
(repairs) 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  served — under  Section  17  (parts 
of  houses) 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  served — under  Section  17  ... 
Number  ot  L  ndertakings  accepted  from  Owners — under 
Section  16  to  repair 

Number  of  Houses  deleted  trom  the  Schedule  ... 
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8 

3 
2 

4 
14 


It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  above  activity  completed  all 
action  on  the  Council’s  first  five  years  programme,  and  in  October 
the  final  position  was:— 


Total  number  of  houses  to  be  dealt  with  ...  102 

Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  35 

Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  \y 

Undertakings  accepted  not  to  relet  ...  ...  ...  l() 

Undertakings  accepted  to  repair  ...  ...  ...  8 

Formal  Repair  notices  served  ...  ...  11 

Purchased  by  Melksham  Urban  District  Council  for 

demoltion  ...  ...  ...  5 

Purchased  by  Wiltshire  County  Council  for  demolition  ...  1 

Demolished  voluntarily  ...  ...  ...  2 

Deleted  as  satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Deferred  for  various  reasons  ...  ...  ...  4 


Total  102 


A  special  note  must  be  included  as  to  the  Coburg  Square/ 
King  Street  properties.  Several  of  the  houses  had  been  the  subject 
of  Closing  Orders,  and  the  action  by  the  Council  in  purchasing  all 
the  properties  in  this  area  has  facilitated  complete  demolition  of 
this  “  black  spot  in  the  town,  and  its  subsequent  useful  develop¬ 
ment. 

It  is  also  a  pleasure  to  record  the  very  considerable  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  the  Housing  Committee  in  re-housing  tenants  from 
condemned  houses  and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  all  such  tenants  had 
been  re-housed.  This  left  only  a  few  properties  awaiting  demolition 
end  the  complete  end  to  the  full  programme.  It  is  very  possible 
this  result  will  be  achieved  in  1961. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Council  must  now  look  forward  to 
progress  with  the  further  phase  of  Slum  Clearance  to  follow  which 
may  well  involve  a  further  70-80  houses. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

The  functions  of  the  district  Council  under  the  Milk 
Regulations  ceased  in  October,  1960,  and  were  transferred  to  the 
County  Council.  However,  until  that  date  the  usual  action  as 
regards  inspection  of  premises,  licensing  and  sampling  were  duly 


carried  out. 

The  Council  issued  the  following  licences  in  1 960 : 

Dealers’  Licenses,  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  6 

Dealers’  Licences,  Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  6 

Supplementary  Dealers’  Licences,  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  2 

Supplementary  Dealers’  Licences,  Pasteurised  ...  ...  2 


Routine  sampling  was  undertaken  regularly  until  October: 

Pasteurised  T.T.  Raw  T.T.  Totals 

( Pasteurised ) 

No.  of  samples  taken  16  17  6  39 

Satisfactory  ...  16  17  6  39 

Unsatisfactory 

Three  samples  of  Raw  T.T.  milk  were  taken  for  biological 
examination  at  regular  intervals.  All  were  reported  as  negative  for 
Brucella  Abortus  and  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

(i)  Inspection  of  Foodstuffs 

No  slaughterhouses  are  licensed  in  the  area  and  inspection  ol 
meat  and  other  foodstuffs  is  normally  on  request  of  traders  and  the 
occasional  complaint  from  members  of  the  public.  During  the  year 
some  48  Condemnation  Certificates  were  issued  for  a  variety  of 
carcase  meat  and  offals,  fish  and  tinned  foodstuffs.  Two  unusual 
complaints  were  received,  one  ol  a  screw  in  a  cake,  and  another  of 
a  chestnut  in  a  milk  bottle.  Both  were  investigated  and  satisfac¬ 
torily  settled  informally. 

(ii)  Food  Premises 

Sixteen  inspections  of  premises  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  revealed  no  serious  defects  and  in  general  a  very 
satisfactory  state  of  affairs  exists. 

Informal  action  was  taken  in  two  cases  where  offences  existed 
with  foodstuffs  exposed  being  not  less  than  eighten  inches  off  the 
ground. 

(iii)  Ice  Cream 

No  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year  owing  to 
pressure  of  other  work.  Seven  further  premises  were  registered  for 
the  Sale  of  Ice  Cream. 

SWIMMING  BATHS,  ETC. 

(i)  Blue  Pool 

This  public  pool  was  conducted  in  a  satisfactory  manner  and 
8  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  were  all  very 
satisfactory.  Daily  local  checks  are  taken  of  free  chlorine  content 
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and  the  records  are  inspected  from  time  to  time. 

Source  of  water  is  from  the  mains  and  constant  re-circulation 
on  6/8  hour  basis  is  maintained.  1  reatment  consists  of  filtration  by 
twin  Diafilters,  chlorination  and  aeration  over  a  cascade. 

1  he  original  liquid  chlorinator  which  did  not  prove  entirely 
satisfactory  was  replaced  by  a  chlorine  gaseous  system.  This  is 
much  more  efficient  and  allows  better  control  when  heavy  “  bathing 
loads  "  occur. 

fii)  Paddling  Pool,  King  George’s  Playing  Fields 

Supervision  of  this  pool  revealed  a  satisfactory  degree  of 
chlorination.  Hand  chlorination  is  employed, 
iii)  Shurnhold  School 

1  expressed  regret  last  year  that  this  pool  had  been  installed 
without  filtration  plant  and  only  hand  chlorination  methods  used. 
However,  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  were  all  satis¬ 
factory.  There  are  prospects  of  suitable  plant  being  installed  and 
one  hopes  that  no  other  schools  will  be  permitted  by  the  Authorities 
to  install  training  pools  using  “  empty-and-fill  "  methods. 

PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928 

1'he  position  generally  is  now  extremely  satisfactory,  very 
largely  due  to  the  excellent  work  done  by  the  Council’s  Inspecting 
Officers — the  Wiltshire  County  Fire  Brigade.  Most  of  the  minor 
defects  noted  were  readily  corrected  by  the  licensees. 

The  number  of  licensed  premises  at  the  end  of  1960  was  24, 
involving  a  total  gallonage  of  117,000  gallons.  One  new'  installation 
was  installed,  and  amended  plans  for  a  large  industrial  installation 
were  approved  during  the  year. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

One  licence  wras  issued  and  no  action  necessary. 

GAME  ACT,  1831 

One  licence  was  issued  authorising  a  shopkeeper  to  buy  and 
sell  Game  under  this  Act. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER,  1957 

Again,  time  did  not  permit  of  any  visits  in  this  connection  to 
the  small  plants  where  swill  is  collected  and  boiled. 

RENT  ACT,  1957 

Action  required  under  this  Act  was  required  only  in  one  case 
where  application  was  made  and  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair  issued. 
This  was  cancelled  on  satisfactory  completion  of  the  works.  One 
other  such  Certificate  was  cancelled  on  completion  which  had  been 
outstanding  from  the  previous  year. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Action  taken  is  shown  in  the  following  tables:- 
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